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Community Foundation of Johnson County

Hometown Heroes Endowment Fund

Heroes are not found just on the fields of battle. Heroism does not require special training or physical strength. Heroes appear in all sizes, shapes and forms. Heroes come from a diversity of racial, ethnic and religious backgrounds. There are no age limits, gender boundaries or sexual orientation. 
Heroism is here all around us, in the hearts of many fellow citizens, just waiting to be summoned. Hometown heroes are often the neighbor next door or the person down the street who step forward to help when others don’t. They are the kind, generous and caring individuals who recognize human need and take the necessary steps to meet and achieve community goals. 

The need is great in Johnson County

The Community Foundation of Johnson County invites you to become a Hometown Hero to underserved youth in the Johnson County area.* 
· 10.3 percent of families live below poverty level 

· 34,000 residents reflect an income 200 percent below poverty level

· 9.1 percent of families have a household income of $15,000 or less

If children are to grow to achieve the American dream, they must have opportunity.

* American Community Survey (U.S. Census) of Johnson County
Hometown Hero scholarships reward students 

Hometown Hero scholarships reward students and play an important part in helping support students’ interest in extra-curricular education and opportunity. Your investment will pay dividends providing opportunities to educate our youngest students with positive activities. These awards also teach students the importance of “paying it forward,” “giving back” and volunteering to help others and their community. 

The Hometown Heroes Endowment Fund at the Community Foundation of Johnson County provides a scholarship up to $250 to pay tuition and fees for band, music and theater camps, science and computer classes, and other scholar-based programming and worthwhile sports camps. Without funding support these children often lack opportunities to advance. 
You can make a difference 

You can help build the Endowment Fund that will allow the Community Foundation of Johnson County to take Hometown Heroes scholarship awards to the next level. 
A $1 million Hometown Heroes Endowment Fund will provide nearly 200 additional scholarships to school-age children, who are at-risk or under-served, to attend academic, artistic educational and/or sports programs held throughout the year. 
Named Scholarships Build Endowment

We invite you to ensure our youth’s ultimate success. Generous contributors who shape the future through their generous commitments of $5,000 or more may choose to have Hometown Heroes scholarship named in honor of themselves or in memory of loved ones. 

Your gift would inspire others to generously contribute to the campaign aiding our youngest students and helping fulfill their dreams. And, your commitment will create a challenge for others to follow your vow of support for our students and build everlasting support. Scholarships will be awarded from the interest earned, the principal will remain to build an endowment for future generations.

Contributors at the named level will be recognized in the Community Foundation of Johnson County newsletter, annual meeting and annual report.
Endow Iowa tax benefits
Contributions to Hometown Heroes through the Community Foundation of Johnson County may also qualify for an Endow Iowa tax credit. Corporations ($400,000) and individuals ($100,000 for individuals’ $200,000 for couples) may apply on a first-come, first-served basis for a possible 25 percent tax credit against each year’s Iowa state income taxes in addition to the normal federal income tax deduction for charitable gifts. 

For more information about Hometown Heroes or Endow Iowa please contact:

Michael Stoffregen, Executive Director

Community Foundation of Johnson County

325 East Washington Street – Suite 100

Iowa City, Iowa 52240

319.337.0483

info@communityfoundationofjohnsoncounty.org 

“The time is always right, to do what is right.” 		





Dr. Martin Luther King
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